
David 1. Kaufman 
Rini O'Neil, PC 

Direct Dial: 202-997-0025 
E-mail: dkaufman@rinioneil.com 

February 28, 2023 

VIA E-MAIL + C E R T I F I E D MAIL 
RadioReference.com L L C 
1150 N Loop 1604 W, Suite 108-556 
San Antonio, TX 78248 
Attn. Legal Department 
1 egal@radi oreference. com 

RINI O'NEIL.PC 

Re: Notice of Multiple Violations of 47 U.S.C. § 605 & 
Demand for Immediate Cessation of Violations 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This law finn represents Mobile Relay Associates, L L C ("MRA"). It has come to our 
attention that you are operating a web site which is divulging and publishing private and 
confidential infonnation belonging to MRA, infonnation which you could only have obtained by 
scanning and monitoring radio communications transmissions of MRA's FCC-licensed 
frequencies. You obtained this information by intercepting MRA's licensed radio transmissions. 

Specifically, with respect to MRA's analog LTR systems, your web site is showing: (a) 
under a column with the heading "DEC", "Mode" and "Alpha Tag", all of the proprietary client-
specific codes of MRA's customers, which those customers use to access and transmit over 
MRA's frequencies; and (b) in a section with the heading "Sites and Frequencies", you show 
which MRA FCC-licensed frequency equates to which specific channel number in MRA's 
proprietaiy configuration. With respect to MRA's digital systems, your web site is showing 
proprietary MRA control channel information, customer talk group numbers and customer 
names. 

Section 605 of the Communications Act of 1934 as amended, 47 U.S.C. § 605 (copy 
attached for convenience), makes it a federal criminal offense for someone to intercept a radio 
communication and then divulge or publish any portion of the material so intercepted. Section 
605(a) states, inter alia, as follows: 

No person not being authorized by tfie sender shall intercept any radio 
communication and divulge or publish the existence, contents, substance, 
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purport, effect, or meaning of such intercepted communication to any 
person. 

Thus, your divulgence and publication of the MRA customer codes and the configuration of 
MRA's licensed charmels within its radio system is a criminal offense. 

Due to your illegal actions, MRA 's customers ai-e now susceptible to having unknown 
persons use the codes to transmit to customers' vehicular units and interfere with the lawful 
transmissions of the customers' own dispatchers and other units! Unless you immediately cease 
and desist your criminal conduct, by removing the customer codes and the frequency/chaimel 
number cross-references from your web site, any malicious outsider will be able to engage in 
such harassment and interference. 

MRA therefore demands that you remove the above-referenced confidential and 
proprietai7 MRA information from your web site immediately, and in any event within 24 hours. 
If you do not, MRA will take all available actions to protect itself and its customers, including 
without limitation invoking its private right of action against you under 47 U.S.C. § 605(e)(3). 

Please e-mail me immediately at dkaufinan(Sirinioneil.com, to canfirm that you are fixing 
your web site as set forth herein to eliminate the publication of MRA's confidential and 
proprietary information. 

Sincerely, 

David J. Kaufman 
Enclosure (statute) 
cc: Mobile Relay Associates 
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navigating- Great Lakes and inland waters of the 
United States. 

Section 603. act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title VII, §703, 
formerly title VI. §603. 48 Stat. 1102; renumbered title 
VII, §703, Oct. 30. 1984, Pub. L . 98-549, §6(a), 98 Stat. 
2804. related to transfers from Federal Radio Commis­
sion, Interstate Commerce Commission, and Post­
master General. 

§ 604. Effect of transfer 
(a) Orders, determinations, rules, regulations, 

permits, contracts, licenses, and privileges 
A l l orders, determinations, rules, regulations, 

permits, contracts, l icenses, and privileges 
wliloh have been issued, made, or granted by the 
In ters ta te Commerce Commission, the Federal 
Radio Commission, or the Postmaster General , 
under any provision of law repealed or amended 
by this chapter or i n the exercise of duties, pow­
ers, or functions transferred to the Commission 
by th is chapter, and which are in effect a t the 
t ime th is section takes effect, sha l l continue i n 
effect u n t i l modified, terminated, superseded, or 
repealed by the Commission or by operation of 
law. 
(b) Availability of records 

A l l records transferred to the Commission 
under th is chapter shal l be available for use by 
the ComiTiission to the same extent as i f such 
records were or ig ina l ly records of the Commis­
sion. A l l f inal valuat ions and determinations of 
depreciation charges by the Inters ta te Com­
merce Commission w i t h respect to common car­
r iers engaged i n radio or wii'e communicat ion, 
and a l l orders of the Inters ta te Commerce Com­
mission w i th respect to such valuat ions and de­
terminations, sha l l have the same force and ef­
fect as though made by the Commission under 
th is chapter. 

( June 19, 1934, ch. 652, t i t le V I I , §704, formerly 
t i t le V I . §604. 48 Sta t . 1103; renumbered t i t le V n , 
§704, Pub, L . 98-549, §6(a), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 S ta t . 
2804; amended Pub. L . 103-414. t i t le I I I , 
§304(a)(14), Oct. 25, 1994, 108 S ta t . 4297.) 

Editorial Notes 

R E F E R E N C E . S I N T E X T 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
"this Act", meaning- act June 19, 1934, ch. 652. 48 Stat. 
1064. known as the Communications Act of 1934. which 
is classified principally to this chapter. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see section 609 of 
this title and Tables. 

A M E N D M E N T S 

1994—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 103-414 redesignated 
subsec. (c) as (b) and struck out former subsec. (b) 
which read as foUows: ".Any proceeding, hearing, or in­
vestigation commenced or ponding- before the Federal 
Radio Commission, the Interstate Commerce Commis­
sion, or the Postmaster General, at the time of the or­
ganization of the Commission, shall be continued by 
the Commission in the same manner as though origi-
nall.y commenced before the Commission, if such pro­
ceeding, hearing, or investigation (1) involves the ad­
ministration of duties, powers, and functions trans-
fetTcd to the Commission by this chapter, or (2) in­
volves the exercise of jurisdiction similar to that 
granted to the Commission under the provisions of this 
chapter." 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103-414. §303(a)(14)(A), struck out 
subsec. (d) which read as follows: "The provisions of 

this chapter shall not affect suits commenced prior to 
the date of the organization of the Commission; and all 
such suits shall be continued, proceedings therein had, 
appeals therein taken and judgments therein rendered, 
in the same manner and with the same effect as if this 
chapter had not been passed. No suit, action, or other 
proceeding lawfully commenced by or against any 
agency or officer of the United States, in relation to 
the discharge of official duties, shall abate by reason of 
any transfer of authority, power, and duties from such 
agency or officer to the Commission under the provi­
sions of this chapter, but the court, upon motion or 
supplemental petition filed at an,y time within twelve 
months after such transfer, showing the necessity for a 
survival of such suit, action, or other proceeding to ob­
tain a settlement of the questions involved, may allow 
the same to be maintained by or against the Commis­
sion." 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

T R A N S F E R O F F U N C T I O N S 

Office of Postmaster General of Post Office Depart­
ment abolished and functions, powers, and duties of 
Postmaster General transfen-ed to United States Post­
al Service by Pub. L. 91-375. §4(a), Aug. 12, 1970. 84 Stat. 
773, set out as a note under section 201 of Title 39, Post­
al Service. 

A B O L I T I O N O F I N T E R S T A T E C O M M E R C E COMMISSION A N D 
T R A N S F E R O F F U N C T I O N S 

Interstate Commerce Commission abolished and func­
tions of Commission transferred, except as otherwise 
provided in Pub. L . 104-88, to Surface Transportation 
Board effective Jan. 1, 1996, by section 1302 of Title 49. 
Transportation, and .section 101 of Pub. L . 104-88, set 
out as a note under section 1301 of Title 49. References 
to Interstate Commerce Commission deemed to refer to 
Surface Transportation Board, a member or employee 
of the Board, or Secretary of Transportation, as appro­
priate, see section 205 of Pub. L. 104-88, set out as a 
note under section 1301 of Title 49. 

§ 605. Unauthorized publication or use of commu­
nications 

(a) Practices prohibited 
Except as authorized by chapter 119, t i t le 18, 

no person receiving, assist ing in receiving, 
t ransmi t t ing , or assisting- In t ransmi t t ing , any 
inters ta te or foreign communication by wire or 
radio shal l divulge or publish the existence, con­
tents, substance, purport, effect, or meaning 
thereof, except through authorized channels of 
t ransmission or reception, (1) to any person 
other than the addressee, h is agent, or attorney, 
(2) to a person employed or authorized to for­
ward such communication to i t s destination, (3) 
to proper accounting or dis t r ibut ing officers of 
the various communicat ing centers over which 
the communication may be passed, (4) to the 
master of a ship under whom he is serving, (5) in 
response to a subpena issued by a court of com­
petent jur isdic t ion, or (6) on demand of other 
lawful author i ty . No person not being author­
ized by the sender sha l l Intercept any radio com­
municat ion and divulge or publish the existence, 
contents, substance, purport, effect, or meaning 
of such intercepted communicat ion to any per­
son. No pei'son not being enti t led thereto sha l l 
receive or assist in receiving any inters ta te or 
foreign communicat ion by radio and use such 
communication (or any information therein con­
tained) for his own benefit or for the benefit of 
another not enti t led thereto. No person having 
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received any intercepted radio communication 
or having become acquainted wi th the contents, 
substance, purport, effect, or meaning of such 
communication (or any part thereof) knowing 
that such communicat ion was Intercepted, shal l 
divulge or publish the existence, contents, sub­
stance, purport, effect, or meaning of such com­
municat ion (or any part thereof) or use such 
communicat ion (or any information therein con­
tained) for his own benefit or for the benefit of 
another not enti t led thereto. T h i s section shal l 
not apply to the receiving, divulging, pub­
l ishing, or u t i l i z ing the contents of any radio 
communication which i s t ransmit ted by any 
stat ion for the use of the general public, which 
relates to ships, a i rcraf t , vehicles, or persons in 
distress, or which i s t ransmit ted by an amateur 
radlo s ta t ion operator or by a ci t izens band 
radio operator. 
(b) Exceptions 

The provisions of subsection (a) sha l l not 
apply to the interception or receipt by any indi­
v idual , or the assist ing ( including the manufac­
ture or sale) of such interception or receipt, of 
any sa te l l i te cable programming for pr ivate 
viewing if— 

(1) the programming involved is not 
encrypted; and 

(2) (A) a marke t ing sys tem is not established 
under which— 

(i ) an agent or agents have been lawful ly 
designated for the purpose of authorizing 
pr ivate v iewing by individuals , and 

(11) such authorizat ion i s avai lable to the 
individual involved from the appropriate 
agent or agents; or 
( B ) a marke t ing system described in sub­

paragraph (A) is established and the individ­
uals receiving such programming has obtained 
authorization for private viewing under that 
system. 

(c) Scrambling of Public Broadcasting Service 
programming 

No person shal l encrypt or continue to encrypt 
sa te l l i te delivered programs included in the Na­
t iona l Program Service of the Publ ic Broad­
cast ing Service and intended for public viewing 
by retransmission by television broadcast sta­
tions; except tha t as long as at least one 
unencrypted sate l l i te t ransmission of any pro­
gram subject to th is subsection is provided, this 
subsection sha l l not prohibit additional 
encrypted satel l i te transmissions of the same 
program. 
(d) Deilmtions 

F o r purposes of this section— 
(1) the term "sa te l l i te cable programming" 

means video programming which i s t rans­
mi t ted v i a sa te l l i te and which is p r imar i l y in ­
tended for the direct receipt by cable opera­
tors for their retransmission to cable sub­
scribers; 

(2) the term "agent", w i th respect to any 
person, Includes an employee of such person: 

(3) the term "enci 'ypt", when used w i t h re­
spect to satel l i te cable programming, means 
to t r ansmi t such programming in a form 
whereby the au ra l and v i s u a l charac ter is t ics 
(or both) are modified or altered for the pur­

pose of preventing the unauthorized receipt of 
such programming by persons without author­
ized equipment which is designed to e l iminate 
the effects of such modification or a l terat ion; 

(4) the term "pr ivate v i ewing" means the 
viewing for pr ivate use in an individual ' s 
dwelling uni t by means of equipment, owned 
or operated by such individual , capable of re­
ceiving sate l l i te cable programming di rec t ly 
from a satel l i te ; 

(5) the term "pr ivate f inancial ga in" sha l l 
not include the gain resul t ing to any indi­
v idual for the private use i n such individual ' s 
dwelling uni t of any programming for which 
the Individual has not obtained authorizat ion 
for that use; and 

(6) the t e rm "any person aggrieved" sha l l i n ­
clude any person w i t h proprietary r ights i n 
the intercepted communicat ion by wire or 
radio, including wholesale or r e t a i l distr ibu­
tors of sa te l l i te cable programming, and, i n 
the case of a v io la t ion of paragraph (4) of sub­
section (e), sha l l also include any person en­
gaged i n the lawful manufacture, dis tr ibut ion, 
or sale of equipment necessary to authorize or 
receive satel l i te cable programming. 

(e) Penalties; civil actions; remedies; attorney's 
fees and costs; computation of damages; reg­
ulation by State and local authorities 

(1) A n y person who wi l l fu l l y violates sub­
section (a) shal l be fined not more than $2,000 or 
imprisoned for not more than 6 months, or both. 

(2) A n y person who violates subsection (a) 
w i l l f u l l y and for purposes of direct or indirect 
commercial advantage or pr ivate f inancia l gain 
sha l l be fined not more than $50,000 or impr is ­
oned for not more than 2 years, or both, for the 
f i rs t such convict ion and sha l l be fined not more 
than $100,000 or impiisoned for not more than 5 
years , or both, for any subsequent convict ion. 

(3) ( . \  A n y person aggrieved by any viola t ion 
of subsection (a) or paragraph (4) of th is sub­
section may bring a c i v i l action i n a Uni ted 
States d i s t r ic t court or in any other court of 
competent jur isd ic t ion . 

( B ) The court— 
(1) may grant temporary and f inal injunc­

tions on such terms as i t may deem reasonable 
to prevent or res t ra in violat ions of subsection 
(a); 

( i i ) may award damages as described in sub-
pai'agraph (C); and 

( i i i ) sha l l direct the recovery of fu l l costs, 
including awarding reasonable at torneys ' fees 
to an aggrieved par ty who prevails . 
(C) ( i ) Damages awarded by any court under 

th is section shal l be computed, a t the election of 
tlie aggrieved par ty , in accordance w i th ei ther 
of the following subclauses; 

( I ) the par ty aggrieved may recover the ac­
tua l damages suffered by h i m as a result of the 
v io la t ion and any profits of the viola tor that 
are at t r ibutable to the violat ion which are not 
taken into account i n computing the ac tua l 
damages; In determining the viola tor ' s profits, 
the par ty aggrieved sha l l be required to prove 
only the viola tor ' s gross revenue, and the v io­
la tor sha l l be required to prove his deductible 
expenses and the elements of profit a t t r ib­
utable to factors other than the violat ion; or 
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( I I ) the par ty aggrieved may recover an 
award of s ta tutory damages for each violat ion 
of subsection (a) Involved in the action in a 
sum of not less than $1,000 or more than 
$10,000, as the court considers just , and for 
each violat ion of paragraph (4) of th is sub­
section involved in the action an aggrieved 
par ty may recover s ta tutory damages in a sum 
not less than $10,000, or more than $100,000, as 
the court considers just . 
( i i ) I n any case i n which the court finds that 

the v iola t ion was committed wi l l fu l l y and for 
purposes of direct or indirect commercia l advan­
tage or pr ivate f inancia l gain, the court in i t s 
discretion may increase the award of damages, 
whether ac tua l or s ta tutory, by an amount of 
not more than $100,000 for each v io la t ion of sub­
section (a) . 

( i i i ) I n any case where the court finds that the 
violator was not aware and had no reason to be­
l ieve that his acts consti tuted a v io la t ion of th is 
section, the court in i t s discretion may reduce 
the award of damages to a sum of not less than 
$250. 

(4) A n y person who manufactures, assembles, 
modifies, imports, exports, sells, or distributes 
any electronic, mechanical , or other device or 
equipment, knowing oi' having reason to know 
that the device or equipment is p r imar i l y of as­
sistance i n the unauthorized decryption of sat­
el l i te cable programming, or direct-to-home sat­
el l i te gervioes, or i s intended for any other ac­
t i v i t y prohibited by subsection (a), sha l l be fined 
not more than $500,000 for each v io la t ion , or i m ­
prisoned for not more than 5 years for each vio­
la t ion , or both. F o r purposes of a l l penalties and 
remedies established for violat ions of this para­
graph, the prohibited a c t i v i t y established herein 
as i t applies to each such device sha l l be deemed 
a separate v iola t ion. 

(5) The penalties under th is subsection sha l l be 
in addition to those prescribed under any other 
provision of this subchapter. 

(6) Nothing in th is subsection sha l l prevent 
any State , or po l i t i ca l subdivision thereof, from 
enacting or enforcing any laws w i th respect to 
the importat ion, sale, manufacture, or dis t r ibu­
tion of equipment by any person w i t h the intent 
of i t s use to assist i n the interception or receipt 
of radio communications prohibited by sub­
section (a) . 
(f) Rights, obligations, and liabilities under other 

laws unaffected 
Nothing in th is section shal l affect any r ight , 

obligation, or l i a b i l i t y under t i t l e 17, any rule, 
regulation, or order thereunder, or any other ap­
plicable Federal , Sta te , or local law. 
(g) Universal encryption standard 

The Commission sha l l in i t ia te an inqui ry con­
cerning the need for a universal encryption 
standard that permits decryption of sa te l l i te 
cable programming intended for private viewing. 
I n conducting such inquiry , the Commission 
sha l l take Into account— 

(1) consumer costs and benefits of any such 
standard, including consumer investment in 
equipment in operation; 

(2) incorporation of technological enhance­
ments, including advanced television formats; 

(3) whether any such standaixl would effec­
t ive ly prevent present and future unauthorized 
deci'yption of sa te l l i te cable programming; 

(4) the costs and benefits of any such stand­
ard on other authorized users of encrypted sat­
e l l i te cable programming, including cable sys­
tems and sate l l i te master antenna television 
systems; 

(5) the effect of any such standard on com­
petit ion in the manufacture of deci'yption 
equipment; and 

(6) the impact of the t ime delay associated 
wi th the Commission procedures necessary for 
establishment of such standards. 

(h) Rulemaking for encryption standard 
I f the Commission finds, based on the informa­

tion gathered from the inqu i ry required by sub­
section (g), that a universal encryption standard 
is necessary and i n the public interest, the Com­
mission sha l l in i t i a t e a ru lemaking to establish 
such a standard. 
( June 19. 1934, ch. 652, t i t l e V I I , §705, formerly 
t i t l e V I , §605, 48 Sta t . 1103; Pub. L . 90-351, t i t l e 
m , §803, June 19, 1968, 82 Stat . 223; Pub. L . 
97- 259, t i t le I , §126, Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Sta t . 1099; 
renumbered t i t l e V I I , §705, and amended Pub. L . 
98- 549, §§5(a), 6(a), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 S ta t . 2802, 
2804; Pub. L . 100-626, §11. Nov. 7, 1988, 102 S ta t . 
3211; Pub. L . 100-667, t i t l e I I , §§204. 205, Nov. 16, 
1988, 102 S ta t . 3958, 3959; Pub. L . 103-414, t i t l e I I I , 
§§303(a)(25)-(28). 304(a)(15), Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Sta t , 
4295-4297; Pub. L . 104-104, t i t l e I I , §205(a). Feb. 8, 
1996. 110 S ta t . 114.) 

Editorial Notes 

A M E N D M E N T S 

1996—Subsec. (e)(4). Pub. L. 104-104 inserted "or di­
rect-to-home satellite services," after "programming,". 

1994—Subsec. (d)(6). Pub. L. 103-414. §303(a)(25), sub­
stituted "subsection (e)" for "subsection (d)". 

Subsec. (e)(3)(A). Pub. L. 103-414. §303(a)(26). sub­
stituted "paragraph (4) of this subsection" for "para­
graph (4) of subsection (d)". 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L . 103-414, §303(a)(27), redesignated 
subsec. (f), relating to universal encryption standard, 
as (g). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L . 103-414, §304(a)(15), which directed 
substitution of "The Commission" for "within 6 
months after November 16, 1988, the Federal Commu­
nications Commls.sion". was executed by making- the 
substitution in text which read "Within 6 months" 
rather than "within 6 months" in introductory provi­
sions to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

Pub. L. 103-414, §303(a)(27). redesignated subsec. (f), 
relating to universal encryption standard, as (g). 
Former subsec. (g) redesignated (h). 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 103-414, §303(a)(27), (28). redesig­
nated subsec. (g) as (h) and substituted "subsection (g)" 
for "subsection (f)". 

1988—Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L . 100-626 added subsec. 
(c) and redesignated former subsec. (c) as (d). Former 
subsec. (d) redesignated (e). 

Subsec. (d)(6). Pub. L. 100-667, §205(1), which directed 
the addition of par. (6) to subsec. (c). was executed to 
subsec. (d) to reflect the probable intent of Congress 
and the intervening redesignation of subsec. (c) as (d) 
by Pub. L. 100-626. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L . 100-667. §205(2)-(12), which di­
rected the amendment of subsec. (d)(1) to (4) of this sec­
tion, was executed to subsec. (e)(1) to (4) of this section, 
see below, to reflect the probable intent of Congress 
and the intervening redesignation of subsec. (d) as (e) 
by Pub. L. 100 626. 
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Pub. L . 100-626 i-edesig-nated subsec. (d) as (e). Former 
subsec. (e) redesignated (f). 

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L . 100-667, §205(2), substituted 
"S2,000" for "Sl.OOO". 

Subsec. (e)(2). Pub. L . 100-667, §205(3), substituted 
"S5n,000 or imprisoned for not more than 2 years, or 
both, for the first such conviction and shall be fined 
not more than S100,000 or imprisoned for not more than 
5 .years" for "$25,000 or imprisoned for not more than 1 
year, or both, for the firat such conviction and shall be 
fined not more than $50,000 or Imprisoned for not more 
than 2 yeai's". 

Subsec. (e)(3)(A). Pub. L. 100-667, §205(4), inserted "or 
paragraph (4) of subsection (d)" before "may bring". 

Subsec. (e)(3)(B). Pub. L . 100-667, §205(5)-(8), struck 
out "may" after "The covirt" and substituted "may 
grant" for "grant" in cl. (i), "may award" for "award" 
in cl. (ii), and "shall direct" for "direct" in cl. (Iii). 

Subsec. (e)(3)(C)(i)(II). Pub. L . 100 667, §205(9), in­
serted "of subsection (a)" after "violation", sub­
stituted "$1,000" for "$250", and inserted before period 
at end ", and for each violation of paragraph (4) of this 
subsection involved in the action an aggrieved party 
may recover statutory damages in a sum not less than 
$10,000, or more than $100,000, as the court considers 
just". 

Subsec. (e)(3)(C)(ii). Pub. L . 100-667, §205(10), sub­
stituted "$100,000 for each violation of subsection (a)" 
for "$50,000". 

Subsec. (e)(3)(C)(iii). Pub. L . 100-667, §205(11), sub­
stituted "$250" for "$100". 

Subsec. (e)(4). Pub. L . 100-667, §205(12), added par. (4) 
and struck out foi-mer par. (4) which road as follows: 
"The importation, manufacture, sale, or distribution of 
equipment by any person with the intent of its use to 
assist in any activity prohibited by subsection (a) shall 
be subject to penalties and remedies under this sub­
section to the same extent and in the same manner as 
a person who has engaged in such prohibited activity." 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 100-667, §204, added subsec. (f) re­
lating to universal encryption standard. 

Pub. L . 100-626 redesignated subsec. (e), relating to 
rights, obligations, and liabilities under other laws, as 
(f). 

Subsec. (g). Pub. h. 100-667. §204, added subsec. (g). 
1984—Pub. L. 98-549, §,5(a), designated existing provi-

sion.s as .subsec. (a) and added subsecs. (b) to (e). 
1982 Pub. L . 97-259 struck out "broadcast or" after 

"communication which is", substituted "any station" 
for "amateurs or others", struck out "or" after "gen­
eral public", and substituted "ships, aircraft, vehicles, 
or persons in distress, or which is transmitted by an 
amateur radio station operator or by a citizens band 
radio operator" lor "ships in distress". 

1968—Pub. L . 90-351 inserted "Except as authorized by 
chapter 119, title 18". designated existing provisions as 
els. (1) to (6), inserted "radio" before "communication" 
in second and fourth sentences, struck out "wire or" 
before "radio" in third sentence, and substituted 
"intercepted" for "obtained" in fourth sentence. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

E F F E c n v E D A T E O F 1988 A M E N D M E N T 

Amendment by Pub. L . 100-667 effective Jan. 1, 1989, 
see section 206 of Pub. L. 100-667, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 119 of Title 17, Copyrights. 

E F F E C T I V E D . ^ T E O F 1984 A M E N D M E N T 

Pub, L . 98-549, §5(b), Oct. 30. 1984 , 98 Stat. 2803. pro­
vided that: "The amendments made by subsection (a) 
[amending this section] shall take effect on the effec­
tive date of this Act [Dec. 29, 1984]." 

Amendment by Pub. L . 98-549 effective 60 days after 
Oct. 30. 1984, except whei'e otherwise expressly pro­
vided, see section 9(a) of Pub, L . 98-549, set out as an Ef­
fective Date note under section 521 of this title. 

§ 606. War powers of President 
(a) Priority communications 

Dur ing the continuance of a war in which the 
Uni ted States i s engaged, the President is au-
thoirzed, i f he finds i t necessary for the nat ional 
defense and secu i i ty , to direct tha t such com­
municat ions as i n h is judgment may be essential 
to the nat ional defense and secur i ty shall have 
preference or p r io r i ty wi th any carr ier subject 
to th is chapter. He may give these directions at 
and for such t imes as he may determine, and 
may modify, change, suspend, or annul them and 
for any such purpose he is authorized to issue 
orders direct ly , or through such person or per­
sons as he designates for the purpose, or through 
the Commission. A n y ear l i e r complying wi th 
any such order or direction for preference or p r i ­
or i ty herein authorized shal l be exempt from 
any and a l l provisions in exis t ing law imposing 
c i v i l or c r i m i n a l penalties, obligations, or l i a b i l ­
i t ies upon carr iers by reason of giving pref­
erence or p r io r i ty in compliance w i t h such order 
or direction. 

(b) Obstruction of interstate or foreign commu­
nications 

I t sha l l be unlawful for any person during any 
war in which the United States is engaged to 
knowingly or w i l l fu l l y , by phys ica l force or i n ­
t imidat ion by t luea ts of phys ica l force, obstruct 
or re tard or aid in obstructing or retarding 
interstate or foreign communication by radio or 
wire . The President i s authorized, whenever i n 
his judgment the public interest requires, to em­
ploy the armed forces of the Uni ted States to 
prevent any such obstruction or retardat ion of 
communication: Provided, T h a t nothing i n this 
section sha l l be construed to repeal, modify, or 
affect either section 17 of t i t le 15 or section 52 of 
t i t le 29. 
(c) Suspension or amendment of rules and regu­

lations applicable to certain emission sta­
tions or devices 

Upon proclamation by the President tha t 
there exists war or a threat of war, or a state of 
public peri l or disaster or other nat ional emer­
gency, or in order to preserve the neu t ra l i ty of 
the United States, the President, i f he deems i t 
necessary in the interest of nat ional secur i ty or 
defense, may suspend or amend, for such t ime as 
he may see fit, the rules and regulations appli­
cable to any or a l l stations or devices capable of 
emi t t ing electromagnetic radiat ions wi th in the 
jur isd ic t ion of the Uni ted States as prescribed 
by the Commission, and may cause the closing 
of any stat ion for I 'adio communicat ion, or any 
device capable of emi t t ing electromagnetic radi­
ations between 10 k i locyc les and 100,000 mega­
cycles, which is suitable for use as a naviga­
t ional aid beyond five miles , and the removal 
therefrom of i t s apparatus and equipment, or he 
may authorize the use or control of any such 
s ta t ion or device and/or i t s apparatus and equip­
ment, by any department of the Government 
under such regulations as he may prescribe upon 
just compensation to the owners. The author i ty 
granted to the President, under this subsection, 
to cause the closing of any station or device and 
the removal therefrom of i t s apparatus and 
equipment, or to authorize the use or control of 


